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WHY ARE GREEN 
SCHOOLYARDS 
SO IMPORTANT? 

• COMMUNITY RESOURCES FOR SAFE 
OUTDOOR PLAY 
 

• HIGHER ACADEMIC OUTCOMES 
 

• IMPROVED MENTAL &  
PHYSICAL HEALTH 
 

• CONNECTION TO NATURE 
 

• EMPOWERED AND CONNECTED  
SCHOOL COMMUNITIES 
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VALUE AND BENEFITS:  PLACE-BASED EDUCATION 
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HIGHER ACADEMIC OUTCOMES 
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MENTAL & PHYSICAL HEALTH 
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RESTORING OUR NATIVE ECOLOGY 

Western Bluebird  
made a nest! 

Native Habitat Gardens  
bring back native wildlife 
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EMPOWERED AND CONNECTED SCHOOL COMMUNITIES 



OUTDOOR 
LEARNING & 
COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS 

• CASE STUDY: Theuerkauf Elementary 
 

• LIVING CLASSROOM: Partnership 
with a successful, community-based 
non-profit 
 

• OUTDOOR LEARNING 
 

• ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY 
 

• CITIZEN SCIENCE IN HABITAT 
GARDENS AND LANDSCAPING  
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THEUERKAUF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – SITE PLAN 
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THEUERKAUF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – DRY CREEK BED & NATIVE GARDEN 



THEUERKAUF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – WALK BY THE BAY 
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THEUERKAUF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – MASK MANDALA 
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THEUERKAUF ELEMENTARY OUTDOOR CLASSROOMS CREATED AND IN FULL USE 
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Kindergartners observing 
Monarch caterpillars on native 
milkweed  

Edible Garden 
Thriving with 
Year Round 
Harvests for 
Farm to Lunch 
Program  

THEUERKAUF ELEMENTARY OUTDOOR LEARNING TODAY 
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THEUERKAUF NATIVE HABITAT GARDEN - WELL USED AND WELL LOVED!  
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LIVING CLASSROOM: PARTNERSHIP WITH A SUCCESSFUL, COMMUNITY-BASED NON-PROFIT 
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LEARNING IN OUTDOOR LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 
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Learning where  
food comes from 

Ethnobotany: Grinding 
Acorns from Native Oak 

Trees in School Garden like 
Native Americans Did  

Matching the native  
plant with the wildlife  
it attracts 

ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY 
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- iNaturalist (Flora and Fauna  
diversity observations) 

- Western Bluebird Recovery  
Project (Audubon Society) 

- The Great Sunflower Project  
(Pollinator observations) 

- Nature’s Notebook (Phenology  
observations and Climate Change) 

- Western Monarch Milkweed  
Mapper (Xerces Society) 

CITIZEN SCIENCE IN HABITAT GARDENS AND LANDSCAPING  



• PLACE BASED: Learning that is 
rooted in what is local—the unique 
history, environment, culture, 
economy, literature, and art of a 
particular place. 
 

• PEDAGOGICAL/CURRICULAR: 
Academic content and the art and 
science of teaching. 
 

• ECOLOGICAL: The study of the 
relationships between living 
organisms and their environment. 

DESIGN  
PRINCIPLES & 
ELEMENTS 
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• NATURAL CONNECTIONS 
 

• CULTURAL CONTEXT 
 

• HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS 
 

• MATERIALS 
 

• CASE STUDIES: Andrew P. Hill  
High School Courtyard 
Improvements, Hacienda 
Elementary Science & 
Environmental Magnet,  
Mountain View Child Care Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLACE BASED 
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Programming Components 

 

 

DEFINING AN OUTDOOR LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
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NATURAL CONNECTIONS 



Programming Components 

 

 

CULTURAL CONTEXT 
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HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS 
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MATERIALS 
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ANDREW HILL HIGH SCHOOL – REDWOOD FOREST 
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ANDREW HILL HIGH SCHOOL – CUT STEEL STAGE BACKDROP 



ANDREW HILL HIGH SCHOOL – REDWOOD TREE RING 
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ANDREW HILL HIGH SCHOOL – CUT STEEL BARRIER & SEAT WALL 



ANDREW HILL HIGH SCHOOL – SITE PLAN 
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ANDREW HILL HIGH SCHOOL – STEEL CABLE WEAVE & STAGE BACKDROP 



ANDREW HILL HIGH SCHOOL – STEEL SEATWALL BARRIERS & ROCK CIRCLE 
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HACIENDA ELEMENTARY SCIENCE & ENVIRONMENTAL MAGNET – OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 
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HACIENDA ELEMENTARY SCIENCE & ENVIRONMENTAL MAGNET – OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 



MOUNTAIN VIEW CHILD CARE CENTER – SITE PLAN 
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MOUNTAIN VIEW CHILD CARE CENTER – OUTDOOR LEARNING & PLAY AREA 
  

40 



MOUNTAIN VIEW CHILD CARE CENTER – INTERACTIVE PLAY 
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PEDAGOGICAL/ 
CURRICULAR 

• INTEGRATING & SUPPORTING 
CURRICULUM 
 

• OUTDOOR LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENTS 
 

• SOCIAL/ACADEMIC INTERACTION 
 

• FLEXIBILITY 
 

• CASE STUDIES:  Waldorf School of 
the Peninsula - Los Altos, Capuchino 
High School Fine & Digital Arts 
Classroom  Building 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUTDOOR CLASSROOMS – INTEGRATE CURRICULUM 
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OUTDOOR CLASSROOMS 



SOCIAL INTERACTION 
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FLEXIBILITY 
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WALDORF SCHOOL OF THE PENINSULA, LOS ALTOS – BACKYARD/OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 
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CAPUCHINO HIGH SCHOOL, FINE & DIGITAL ARTS CLASSROOM BUILDING – SITE PLAN 
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CAPUCHINO HIGH SCHOOL, FINE & DIGITAL ARTS CLASSROOM BUILDING 

1 

2 4 

3 



50 

CAPUCHINO HIGH SCHOOL, FINE & DIGITAL ARTS CLASSROOM BUILDING – ARTS COURTYARD 



ECOLOGICAL 

• PHYSICAL + VISUAL CONNECTIONS 
 

• ORGANIC FORMS 
 

• CASE STUDIES:  Ernesto Galarza 
Elementary School, Family Early 
Learning Center 
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PHYSICAL + VISUAL CONNECTIONS 



ORGANIC FORMS 
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ERNESTO GALARZA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – SITE PLAN 
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ERNESTO GALARZA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – ROCK GARDEN 
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ERNESTO GALARZA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL – EVENT COURTYARD & KINDER PLAY AREA 



FAMILY EARLY LEARNING CENTER – SITE PLAN 
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FAMILY EARLY LEARNING CENTER – PRESCHOOL/KINDER PLAY AREA & WATER FEATURE 
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FAMILY EARLY  
LEARNING CENTER 
 

FAMILY EARLY LEARNING CENTER – ROCK CIRCLE & EVENT COURTYARD WITH TRELLIS 
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• BREAK UP INTO GROUPS 
 

• TURN OVER PLANS &  
CHECKLISTS ON TABLE 
  

• WORK TOGETHER TO  
ANALYZE SITE PLANS  
 

• IDENTIFY SOMEONE IN YOUR 
GROUP TO SHARE YOUR FINDINGS 

ACTIVITY 
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FAMILY EARLY  
LEARNING CENTER 
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WEBSITES: 
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(https://naturalearning.org/professor-robin-c-moore)   
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Contact Us 

408.224.9890 

WWW.ARTIKA3.COM 

JGOODMAN@SCU.EDU 

THANKS A4LE! 
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