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“An environment-based education movement ,at all levels of 

education, will help students realize that school isn't supposed to 

be a polite form of incarceration, but a portal to the wider world.”
Richard Louv,

Last Child in the Woods



Why Outdoor Learning?













o improved physical health

o establishing the idea of a conservation legacy

o improvements in short term memory

o a reduction in stress and increase in focus 

o improvements in children's cognitive development by 

improving their awareness, reasoning, and 

observational skills 

o improved mental health

Time spent in nature contributes to



The Nature Conservancy, 2015 Survey



The Nature Conservancy, 2015 Survey



The data suggest that if American youth are given more opportunities to have a meaningful experience

outdoors, they will be more likely to value nature, engage with it, and feel empowered to do something

about it. 

The survey shows that 66% of youth say that they “have had a personal experience in nature” that

made them appreciate it more. That subset of American youth is markedly different from those who 

have not had such experiences. They are:

o Almost twice as likely to say they prefer spending time outdoors;

o Significantly more likely to express concern about water pollution, air pollution, global warming,

and the condition of the environment;

o Ten points more likely to agree that we can solve climate change by acting now;

o 13 points more likely to say environmental protection should be prioritized over economic growth;

o More than twice as likely to “strongly agree” that protecting the environment is “cool;”

o More than twice as likely to consider themselves a “strong environmentalist,” and

o Substantially more likely to express interest in studying the environment in college, working in a job

related to nature, or joining an environmental club at their school.

The Nature Conservancy, 2015 Survey



Back to Nature

Two approaches



Elise Walker Outdoor Learning Center
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Northwest Outdoor Learning Center
Northwest I.S.D.
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Northwest I.S.D.



Northwest I.S.D.



• Kids come first

• Continuous improvement is 

essential for future success

• The success of each 

student is the shared 

responsibility of students, 

families, schools, and 

communities

• Environment influences 

learning

Northwest I.S.D.



• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

• Collaboration and Leadership

• Agility and Adaptability

• Initiative and Entrepreneurialism

• Effective Oral and Written 

Communication

• Accessing and Analyzing 

Information

• Curiosity and Imagination

Northwest I.S.D. | Skills for Success
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Why an Outdoor Learning Center?



 

 



• Opened 1977

• Sports and recreation camp

• 38,000 SF Special Event & 

Conference Center 

o Parties, conventions and special 

events for groups up to 10,000 

people

• 24,000 SF outdoor pavilion

• Texas-size swimming pool

• Rustic, air conditioned full service 

restaurant and bar

Texas Lil’s Dude Ranch











































Re-imagining the Outdoor 

Learning Center
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TRANSITION ZONE

Large Pavilion



Large Pavilion Floor Plan













IMMERSION ZONE

Classroom Pavilions



IMMERSION ZONE

Creek Pavilion





Wetland Pavilion





Wetland Pavilion





Amphitheater



• Summer programs

• Corporate and Organization 

Rental

• Weddings & Receptions

• Community-wide events –

e.g. Pioneer Days

Community Opportunities



Questions?



Scott Layne, Deputy Superintendent of Operations

Dallas Independent School District

slayne@dallasisd.org

Tim McClure, Assistant Superintendent for Facilities

Northwest Independent School District

tim.mcclure@nisdtx.org

Jonathan Aldis, Principal

Stantec

jonathan.aldis@stantec.com

Terry Hoyle, Principal

Stantec

terry.hoyle@stantec.com
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